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form. They are not expected to be experts when they leave
school. They are expected to have, however, and as far as my
experience goes they do have, an intelligent grasp of the
economic system and the organisation of production in their
country by the time they leave at sixteen or eighteen years old.
They will all be able to use a great variety of tools, and have an
acquaintance with a number of different machines and motors,
and should be much more adaptable than the previous genera-
tions.
In the nursery-infants' school polyteehnisation is in its simplest
form. Usually a part of a room has several carpenters' benches
made to fit six-year-olds. There are cupboards with tools, such
as hammers, planes, chisels, saws. I was informed everywhere
that the children did not hurt themselves in the use of these
tools. It had apparently not struck anyone that it might be
dangerous for the children. In one nursery-infant school that I
visited in 1932 the children had made an excellent motor-car
and sewing-machine from scrap material supplied by the factory.
Most of the work here was collective. The children work with
wood, clay, plasticine, paper. In 1934 I was interested to see
that simple cooking came under polyteehnisation. The six- and
seven-year-olds learn to make pastry, soup, etc. The giving out
of material, the collection of work, the care of tools is in the
hands of monitors elected by the children. Preparation of tools
and material and a talk on both precede the actual work, so that
pastry-making, for example, would take two lessons. The social
significance of the work is always brought out, and it is always
linked up with the economic and political life outside the school,
even for the very young children. In this respect it differs con-
siderably from the handwork in English infants' schools, It
differs in another respect: the models are all big, particularly
those made in wood, and the tools used would hardly be allowed
to English children of the same age. Weaving with ribbon, paper,
thread* stencilling, stitchery, are all included in polyteeknised
labour. The children are encouraged to work in twos or more,
and when an article is finished it bears the names of all tke
EM